
Year 2 Geography Knowledge Organiser – Fieldwork and Map Skills 

 
 

Curriculum Objectives 
To use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and oceans studied. 

To use simple compass directions (North, South, East 
and West) and locational and directional language to 
describe the location of features and routes on a map. 

To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple map; and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key. 

To use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 
study the geography of my school and its grounds and 
the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

Key Knowledge 

Atlas A book of maps and 
charts 

Compass A tool to show direction.  
Key directional points – 
North, South, East, West 

Aerial 
photograph 

A photograph taken from 
above 

Fieldwork Practical work in the 
environment 
Field sketches 
Mapping 
Observations 

Human 
features  

Objects that have put 
there by humans 

Physical 
geography 

Objects that are there 
naturally 

Selected Vocabulary and Definitions 
Country An area of land with a defined edge 

Continent A large solid area of land made up of 
countries 

Ocean A very large expanse of sea 

Landmark An object or feature of a landscape or 
town that is easily seen and recognised. 

Map Representation of an area of land or 
sea showing different features 

Symbol An object or picture that represents 
something else 

What does a 
world map 
show us? 

What are the 
4 compass 

points? 

What is an aerial 
photograph and 

what does it show? 


