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Blending games                                              07.12.17
The Reception children have become really good at recognising the letter sounds. It would be helpful if you practise blending sounds together when reading words (smoothly hooking the sounds together). We pretend to physically push the sounds together with our hands and stretch them like an elastic band when segmenting.  Here are some tips and games you could play at home to help with blending.  

Model blending
Tell your child that you are pushing the sounds together. When reading stories model breaking down a word by pointing to individual sounds and then smoothly blend the sounds together.

Oral blending

Play oral blending games by saying to your child that you are going to say words in slow motion, they repeat and then they have to say the word back to you in regular speed. 

Robot talking

Place a number of objects, picture cards or word cards in front of the child. Then sound out a word like a robot e.g. b-a-g, sh-ee-p, s-o-ck (you can also smooth blend the sounds e.g. shhheeeeppp). Ask the child to push the sounds together an help you find the correct object. 

Secret code 

You can change this game to secret code talk. Give the child a riddle but with some of the sentence using segmented words e.g. little bo peep has lost her sh-ee-p. Children have to finish the sentence using the secret code. 

What’s in the box
Put objects or word cards into a box. Children says “what’s in the box”, the adult sounds out a word “d-o-ll” and if children blend the word “doll” the adult reveals what’s in the box.
Instructions
Give your child instructions in slow motion or robot talk e.g. can you go and get me a c-u-p? Children to blend the sounds together tell you the word and do the instruction. 
Letter cards

Cut out the letter cards provided. Place a number of cards in front of the child, ask them to make a word e.g. make the word dog. Children segment the word by sounding it out and picking up the sounds d-o-g. Then say “push the sounds together”, your child should push the sound cards together and say the sounds together dddoooggg, dog.
Have fun blending

Miss Metcalfe and the Reception team.
