PRIMARY SCHOOL

Poetry Progression

Reviewed September 2022

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Poetry Books to
Have in Class

Each Peach Pear
Plum — Janet and
Allan Ahlberg
Out and About -
Shirley Hughes
Smile out Loud-
Joseph Coehlo
Poems Aloud -
Joseph Coehlo

The Puffin Book of
Fantastic First
Poems —June
Crebbin

Please Mrs
Butler-Allan
Ahlberg

The day | fell Down
the Toilet — Steve
Turner

Children’s Treasury
of Milligan — Spike
Milligan

Always Eat Your
Bogies by Andrew
Collett

Please Mrs Butler
by Allan Ahlberg
The Kingfisher book
of Comic Verse by
Roger McGough

Lost Words — Robert

Macfarlane

Paint Me a Poem-
Bloomsbury

Year 6

The Boy, The Mole,
The fox and the
Horse — Charlie
Mackesy

A poem for every
day of the year - Ali
Esiri

Poems from the
second world war.

What are little girls
made of?

.
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To recite and
perform

Could be used in
English Unit

Pirate Pete — James
Carter

Zim Zam Zoom -
James Carter
(poems to read out
loud)

Grandma’s Glasses
A Sailor went to
Sea, Sea, Sea.

The Owl and The
Pussy Cat — Edward
Lear

| Think Mice Are
Rather Nice — Rose
Fyleman

Jack Frost — James
K Baxter

Smile - Spike
Milligan

Ning Nang Nong —
Spike Milligan
Plastic Bag Tree —
Michael Rosen

The Magic Box — Kit
Wright

I was born in the
Stone Age —
Michael Rosen

Talking Turkeys

The British Benjamin
Zephaniah
Chocolate Cake —
Michael Rosen

Hurt No Living Thing
— Christina Georgina
Rosetti

The HighwayMan —
Alfred Noyes

Classic poetry

Cats Sleep
Anywhere —
Eleanor Farjeon
There was an Old
Man from Peru —
Anon

Bed in Summer —
RL Stevenson

This is the House
that Jack Built —

Anon

Daddy Fell into the
Pond — Alfred
Noyes

The Engine Driver
— Clive Sansom

The Adventures of
Isobel — Ogden

The Sound Collector
— Roger McGough
Wynken, Blynken
and Nod — Eugene
Field

From a Railway
Carriage —
Stephenson

Mr Nobody — Anon
The Witches’ Spell
from Macbeth —
Shakespeare

The Door - Miroslav
Holub

Desiderata — Max
Ehrmann

People’s Faces -
Kate Tempest

Peer Pressure — Karl
Nova

The Spider and The
Fly (Fable) — Mary
Hewlitt

Throwing a Tree —
Thomas Hardy

We Wear the Masks
— Paul Laurence
Dunbar

The Mask — Maya
Angelou (adaptation
of Laurence Dunbar
poem)

If | Were a Boy -
Beyoncé (for
subjunctive form)

Matilda Who Told
Lies, and Was
Burned to Death —
Hillaire Beloc

The Listeners —
Walter De La Mare
The Eagle — Alfred
Lord Tennyson
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When We were
Very Young-A.A
Milne

Now We Are Six
and Halfway Down
— AA Milne

The Camel’s Hump
— Rudyard Kipling

Daffodils — William
Wordsworth

Poems to be used
in reading
lessons- We need
to use one poem
per half term at
least.

Please add any
poems you plan
to use.

Still I Rise- Maya
Angelou

Windrush Child-
John Agard

The Tyger — William
Blake

Macavity: the
Mystery Cat—TS
Eliot

If — Rudyard Kipling
A Tragic Story —
William Makepeace
Thackeray
Smugglers’ Song —
Rudyard Kipling

Invictus- William
Ernest Henley




